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Feb 11, 2004

Ambassador McGuire's Remarks At Inauguration Of American Room At Walvis Bay Municipal Library, February 11, 2004
Your Worship King Mandume Muatunga, Municipal Counselors, Regional Counselors, educators, librarians, ladies and gentlemen . . .

 

It's an honor to be here today.  I like nothing more than the opportunity to participate in events which feature the sharing of experience and knowledge.  I hope that the residents of Walvis Bay and the surrounding communities in the Erongo region will find this facility to be a useful asset in strengthening prospects for development.  I am delighted that we were able to find a way to support your own strong efforts through the donation of books, periodicals and computers in the form of this "American Corner."  I hope that the computers that we are inaugurating today will become windows on the world through which young Namibians can pursue their futures and fulfill their dreams.  Many more books will be arriving shortly for use not only for this library but also for its branches in Kuisebmond and Narraville.  

 

Of course, support for Walvis Bay's municipal library system is only a part of what the U.S. is doing in Namibia to strengthen an already strong working relationship.  This "American Corner" is the second such facility in Namibia; a little over a year ago I joined President Nujoma at the inauguration of the library at the University of Namibia's Northern Campus in Oshakati, which includes a similar "American Corner."  And we hope to sponsor more of these facilities in other communities in Namibia because we know how important information is to the aspirations of young Namibians.

 

Support for libraries is one of the ways that the U.S. is helping strengthen Namibians' access to quality education.  Of course, Namibians themselves are at the center of this effort; you should take pride in the high percentage of budget resources reserved by your government for education as well as the extraordinary energy individual teachers and learners put into building the country's future through education.  On the U.S. side, we are trying to assist in this important field in a variety of ways.  For example, about 100 Peace Corps volunteers live and work side by side with Namibian teachers helping learners acquire the knowledge that will prepare them for productive lives in the future.  Education has been one of the main areas of focus for some time in our USAID activities, and USAID works very closely with the Ministry of Basic Education, Sport and Culture.  One of my favorite programs in this area is the Ambassador's Girls Scholarship program, which has grown steadily over the past several years and is now providing bursaries to keep over 500 disadvantaged girls in school.  

 

As residents of Namibia's key economic hub, those of you from Walvis Bay already know of the growing economic relationship that exists between our countries.  Just before the holidays, I came to Walvis Bay to participate in the signing of the Trans Kalahari Corridor Memorandum of Understanding by Namibia, Botswana and South Africa.  This agreement, which was assisted by USAID funding, represents a significant step towards reducing shipping times and costs along the Corridor, making Southern African companies more competitive in the world economy.  The United States is, of course, committed to supporting economic growth in Africa through expanded trade.  In 2000, the African Growth and Opportunity Act (or AGOA) was signed into law, providing preferential access to the U.S. market for goods from eligible Sub-Saharan African countries.  The results have been stunning.  In Namibia, AGOA has helped to attract over US$300 million in new investment and helped create over 8,000 new jobs.  Namibia, which three years ago exported virtually no apparel products to the U.S. is now, thanks to AGOA, projected to export over US$100 million dollars worth of apparel products to the United States annually.

 

The United States is working to take its trade and investment relationship with Southern Africa a step further by successfully completing Free Trade Agreement talks with the Southern Africa Customs Union, of which Namibia is an important member.  In fact, trade delegations from the United States and SACU governments are gathering in Walvis Bay this month for the fourth round of talks.  The U.S.-SACU Free Trade Agreement will be the first of its kind in sub-Saharan Africa and is expected to further increase trade, investment flows and job creation. 

 

I would like to comment briefly on the topic of cooperation on HIV/AIDS because I know the Walvis Bay community is deeply concerned about this dread disease.  The U.S. government has made helping in the fight against HIV/AIDS its single largest assistance priority in Namibia.  President Bush has committed US$15 billion for the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, a fast track program that is making a huge difference in our ability to support your efforts to push back the disease.   We are working closely with your Ministry of Health and Social Services and non-governmental organizations on programs to benefit as many Namibians as possible.  I very recently had the opportunity to share with Minister of Health Amathila the good news that Washington had approved our joint request for US$6.4 million in funding for the first three months of 2004 alone.  Next week we will be working with Namibian representatives on a further submission for the balance of the year for a great deal of additional assistance.   I assure you that we at the US Mission in Windhoek take this responsibility very seriously.  This effort involves us all.  For example, the partnership between the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and the Ministry of Health and Social Services is already bringing concrete results as action programs come on line.  Our Peace Corps program, which in the past concentrated its activities in the education sector, is broadening its efforts to help Namibia turn back HIV/AIDS.  Many of you are familiar with the Multi-Purpose Center in Walvis Bay that was constructed by our Department of Defense; USAID and the Peace Corps support operations there.  We are helping a second, similar center in Ongwediva inspired by your efforts here.  

 

I have mentioned USAID several times in this speech.  That part of our Mission is deeply engaged in the fight against HIV/AIDS; in efforts to help extend and expand educational opportunities; in promoting private sector growth; in efforts to protect wildlife while in the process building economic prospects in communal areas; and a variety of other activities.  I am particularly gratified that the bilateral USAID program has recently been extended an additional 5 years beyond its original 2005 closure date. 

 

I'm afraid I have strayed a bit beyond my original task of helping inaugurate this new corner symbolizing our educational and information cooperation with Namibia.  But I am filled with enthusiasm about the cooperative relationship we enjoy.  I hope this center will become a learning asset for many members of your community, especially the young people.  As residents of one of Africa's key port cities, you all know that the world is a small one, that communications are instantaneous, and that we share one another's destinies.   The American Corner program is a small but important part of the larger partnership that the US shares with the residents of this wonderful community and this splendid country.  I look forward to expanding that partnership further.

 

Thank you.

 

 

