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Emergency Seed Program Completed in Kavango Region

 

February 11, 2004
 

Under a N$350,000 grant from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), 18 metric tons of mahango (millet) seed has been distributed to farmers in the Kavango Region who have been disadvantaged by two years of drought.  Distribution of seed in Kavango was carried out by an international NGO, Africare, between the period January 5-23.  Africare distributed two to four kilograms of seed to needy farmers identified by regional counselors, in coordination with the Office of the Governor.  Based on Africare follow-up visits, most of the seed was planted prior to the end of January, which is considered the end of the optimal planting period.  The program is intended to complement the Namibian Government's seed voucher program, under which 12 metric tons of seed is being distributed to needy farmers in the region. Together, the two programs were designed to meet the entire shortfall of mahango seed in Kavango.
 

On January 28, Garrett Grigsby, Deputy Assistant Administrator of USAID's Washington-based Bureau for Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian Assistance, accompanied U.S. Ambassador Kevin McGuire to Kavango to be briefed on the seed distribution program as well as general development needs within the region.  Following a meeting with Kavango Governor Sebastian Karupu and a visit to distribution points in Mushare, Mr. Grigsby noted that, "USAID is pleased to have been able to respond to the Government of Namibia's appeal for support.  Kavango farmers can now take advantage of what appears to be a good rainy season.  We hope that our assistance helps restore food security within Kavango."

 

 

