[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]






























Monday, September 20, 2004
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

For Immediate Release 





  September 17, 2004

2004/994

 

Remarks
 

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell

Teach Africa Youth Forum

 

September 17, 2004

Dean Acheson Auditorium

Washington, D.C.

 

(10:30 a.m. EDT)

 

SECRETARY POWELL:  Well, thank you very much, and welcome everyone to the State Department this morning, not only those of you who are here in this auditorium, but those of you who are in the other auditoriums in the Department and are watching this by closed circuit television.  And it's a great pleasure to have "It's Academic" here.  I came in late so nobody would ask me a question, or I get sucked into one of the teams and embarrass myself.  (Laughter.)

 

But it's so great to see these wonderful, gifted young students up here who have participated in the program.

 

I'd like to express my thanks right off to Leonard Robinson.  There you are, Leonard, thank you, for the Africa Summit organization, helping to put this on.  It was a great idea.  I want to thank all of the African ambassadors who have provided exhibits that you will be seeing in the course of the day, thanks to the World Affairs Council, and so many other organizations who have come together to make this day possible.

 

This is exciting for us because I really look forward to having young people here in the Department, young people who are the next generation of leaders of our country and of our world, young people who are preparing themselves, preparing themselves to achieve the dreams that their parents have for them, that America has for you and to have you here and to show you this particular part of the American experience, diplomacy, and diplomacy especially as it relates to Africa.

 

Africa is a vital continent.  It's an important part of the world.  It is a part of the world that I care about very, very much, President Bush cares about very, very much.  It's a continent that has a great deal of potential, but it also has challenges and problems that it has to face, wars that have been going on too long, but we're slowly bringing to an end, whether it's in Sudan or Liberia or the Congo or elsewhere.

 

It has needs with respect to agriculture that we're trying to help it with.  It has nations that have finally decided:  Enough of war, enough of chaos, enough of killing one another.  Show us how we can move forward and be democracies.  Show us how we can participate in a 21st century globalizing world.  Show us the way forward.

 

And the United States, as we have done so often in our history and in so many other places in the world, we are reaching out to help those nations of Africa that are committed to democracy and to the free enterprise system, who want no more corruption, who want the rule of law to dictate how they will do their business.

 

We want to help them.  We want to help them with financial assistance.  We want to help them with the Peace Corps expansion.  We want to help them deal with one of the greatest catastrophies facing Africa and the rest of the world today, HIV/AIDS.  We want to help them, show them how they can educate their population to protect themselves from this disease, and for those who are stricken with the disease, how we can help them with the medications that they need, and how we can help teach societies that they shouldn't stigmatize those who have been stricken by this disease.

 

In so many ways, we're reaching out.  We're reaching out with programs such as the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, it is called, which essentially breaks down barriers to trade and gives African nations greater access to our markets.  Why?  So they can sell us products and we can pay for those products, and through that payment help African workers do a better job in taking care of their families because they're making more money, providing food for their children, providing a roof over the heads of their families, providing for health care, providing all the things that their families need, just as our families need.

 

That's what trade does.  We need to trade with the African nations more.  We need to give them aid, as well, to get them up and running and started.  And I can assure you that that's what this Department is all about.  That's what President Bush has been all about 

for the last several years.

 

A great deal of my day is spent on African issues.  For example, almost half a day, every day this week, has been spent on the problem of Sudan.  We have a terrible situation in a place called Darfur, which is the western part of Sudan, where people have been under assault.  They have gotten caught between a war between the government and between rebels in that part of the world, in that part of Sudan.  

 

And these people have been displaced from their homes, 1.2, 1.4 million Darfurians who are living in camps, and a large part of my effort has been spent getting the aid that they need, the food that they need, the shelter that they need, and helping to fix the security situation so they can return to their homes.

 

Africa is never, never not a priority for me or for the people you're going to be meeting in the course of the day.  I am so pleased that you are here.  I want you to enjoy this day.  I am pleased that you are interconnected with youngsters in Africa and you'll be exchanging views with them.  And I hope that as you go around the Department in the course of the day, as you meet some of the experts who have come in to share their experiences with you, I hope that some of you -- some of you -- are touched to say, hey, this is pretty interesting, maybe I ought to be in the State Department.  Maybe I should think about a Foreign Service career.  It sounds like it's a career that's exciting.  You get to go all around the world.  You get to learn foreign languages.  But, more importantly, you get to serve the American people and you get to serve the people of the country that you might be stationed in.

 

And so I hope that that turns on some of you and that, as you go back to school and as you pursue your studies, you'll pay a little more attention, perhaps, to geography, a little more attention to languages, a little more attention to the newspaper every day or television every evening when you hear a story about something happening in a faraway place, and you realize that while it's happening in that faraway place, in a near place, here in this community, in the State Department, there are professionals who are hard at work trying to help the people of that part of the world, that particular country, to solve their problems.  

 

And perhaps when you have progressed more through your studies and finished college, you might be one of those who wants to step forward and serve your nation in the Foreign Service.  And I can tell you, we'd be more than pleased to have you.  But you've got to be good.  (Laughter.)  You've got to do well in school.  No dropouts get in the Foreign Service.

 

Nobody gets in the Foreign Service unless you really are dedicated to your studies, to your education, to your training, and you believe in yourself and you believe that you are someone who can succeed in life because you are living in a country that has all sorts of opportunities available to you and there is nothing hold you back, nothing holding you back except your own desire to succeed and your own willingness to work hard, to study hard and to prepare yourselves for the future.

 

I am getting kind of old.  I'm 60-something.  (Laughter.)  I even forget what 60-something is.  And so all I can do at this point is do what I'm doing now, but the greatest contribution I make is to make sure that there are youngsters coming along behind me who are prepared to be the leaders of this century, who are prepared to take on the challenges that we face, who are preparing themselves.

 

You are those youngsters.  They're not anywhere else.  They're right here in this room, in the other room.  You are the ones who will be leading this nation, will be leading this world.  You will be leading America, the most trusted nation in the world, the most powerful nation in the world.  You are going to be its leaders.

 

So get yourself ready.  The day is coming.  Don't ignore your studies.  Don't forget that you live in a country unlike any other.  Trust me on this.  I've seen almost all of the others, and they are all wonderful in their own right and each brings a unique set of cultures and historical experience to the table, but there's nothing quite like America, a nation that touches every nation in the world and a nation that has been touched by every nation in the world.

 

Just look around this room this morning and you see the world in all of its diversity, in all of its color, in all of its different languages.  And the one thing we have shown to the rest of the world is we can make this diversity a source of our strength, not a source of weakness, not a source of conflict.  That example is a powerful one, but I need young leaders to help me take that message out to the rest of the world.  

 

And so enjoy your day here.  It's a great pleasure to have you here.  And before turning the stage over to those who are in charge of the program, I might ask if there are one or two questions that some of the youngsters might like to ask.

 

Yes, you had your hand up even before I asked you to, man.  (Laughter.)

 

QUESTION:  Good afternoon, Colin Powell.  I think this is a wonderful program that we're here today to do to help other people in the world.  I have a question for you, though.  We talked about the HIV/AIDS crisis in South Africa and all over the continent of Africa.  We're in Washington, D.C. today and one -- God, we lead the highest new rate infection for HIV/AIDS and 1 in 50 black men in this country has HIV/AIDS and 1 in 150 black women has HIV/AIDS.  I want to know, what is the Bush Administration doing to combat that problem, since we're helping other people, but I want to know what we're doing to help ourselves.

 

SECRETARY POWELL:  We have many, many programs that -- (applause).  HIV/AIDS is not an African problem or an Asian problem.  It's a problem for the whole world.  It's a problem for us.  And in addition to the programs that help people overseas that I'm responsible for, there are many programs within the United States, funded by Department of Health and Human Services and a lot of local governments and state governments.

 

So the Bush Administration is doing a lot.  The real question is:  What are you all doing?  

 

QUESTION:  I'm doing a lot.

 

SECRETARY POWELL:  Good for you.  I said "you all."

 

QUESTION:  Right.

 

SECRETARY POWELL:  I mean, if you really want to deal with this crisis in not just the black community but in the American community, then you have to approach it in many different ways.  One, we have to train our young people, train our young people how to protect themselves, protect themselves by not indulging in the kinds of activities that you really shouldn't be indulging in at an early stage of life, in other words, abstinence.

 

I was working with my wife and a number of other people, Elaine Bennett, on a wonderful program here in the District and in Maryland and Virginia called Best Friends, where we teach young girls how to believe in themselves and not be talked into things they shouldn't be talked into doing until they're really responsible.  That's the best protection.  You will never get the disease if you act in a responsible way.

 

Secondly, if you don't understand this totally or you've reached a point where you are active, then you must make sure that you know who you're active with and you must do whatever is necessary to protect oneself. 

 

The third part of that now is to make sure that you make a commitment to a partner.  And if, notwithstanding all of that, you contract the disease, get the treatment.  And there are now anti-retroviral drugs that are available that can assist in the treatment of the disease.  Not the cure of it.  We're still spending a lot of money looking for the cure.

 

And so, all of us are involved:  the Government, the Administration, President Bush, me.  But every single young person in this room has to act in a responsible way to protect themselves from HIV/AIDS.  Thank you.  

 

(Applause.) 

 

QUESTION:  Okay.  W.E.B. DuBois once said that the biggest problem in America was that of the color line.  As Secretary of State, do you feel that the color line still exists?

 

SECRETARY POWELL:  The color line has not entirely been erased.  We have come a long way in the history of our nation in erasing that line.  When you consider the situation that existed in this country when I was your age, we had segregation, we had Jim Crow throughout the land, we had voting rights problems.  It would have been unthinkable in those days to imagine that a black man could be Secretary of State or Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  

 

We had the most terrible forms of discrimination throughout our society, and in the course of my adult period, my generation of adulthood, all of those problems have been dealt with.  But there is still a color line.  There is still discrimination within our society.  And what we have to do is to continue to pound against that, continue to erase that line.  And with each year, things get better.

 

But I would say to all of you, so much has happened in the last generation to open avenues and doors to you, that make sure you take advantage of these avenues and doors and don't fall back on discrimination as a barrier for me getting ahead.

 

My experience, both in government and out of government, is that in this society today, if you believe in yourself, if you prepare yourself, and if you let nothing hold you back, and if you truly want to get somewhere, you can get there.  Don't let whatever remaining discrimination that exists in this society be a problem for you.  The way I have gone through my public life is discrimination is someone else's problem.  I refuse to make it mine.  I refuse to be categorized or typecast.  Let somebody else -- (applause.)

 

QUESTION:  My question for you, Mr. Secretary, is the violence in Sudan has been caused by the persecution of Christian minorities by the fundamentalist Muslim government.  So my question for you is, would this government support the independence of these now rebellious Christian people, or would you support a change in government from the current Islamic government in Sudan?

 

(Applause.)

 

SECRETARY POWELL:  The violence has its origin in this -- the differences you just described.  We support keeping the Sudan intact, as a nation.  I think if Darfur were separated, it wouldn’t be economically or politically viable as an entity.  And so, we are looking for political reconciliation between all of the parties.  Now, for the last couple of years, we worked very hard to get political reconciliation between the north and the south, between the Government in Khartoum and the forces of -- and the movement of Dr. John Garang.

 

We're almost there.  Two more issues to work out and we'll have a comprehensive agreement.  Hopefully, with that north-south comprehensive agreement, a 20-year conflict will be behind us.  Once we solve the problem of security and violence in Darfur, which is brought about by rebels representing the variants rising up, or the pastoral people rising up against the government, the government responding in a heavy-handed, inappropriate way through the use of the Jingaweit, if we can get that resolved then I think the Sudanese can keep their country together and find ways to accommodate these north-south, east-west differences of view.  But I would not like to see the country break up.  And we are pressing the government in Sudan to do everything they can to bring the violence under control in Darfur and get on with political discussions in Abuja with the rebels so that we can have both a north-south resolution and an east-west resolution.

 

Now I'm afraid that's all the time I have questions for because I've got to -- I'm sorry -- I've got to let the program continue and there are some other places that I have to be.  So please forgive me for stopping at this point.  But let me again thank you and welcome you to the State Department.

 

Thank you.

 

(Applause.)
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