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USTDA TO SUPPORT SMART AND SECURE TRADELANES PILOT PROJECT FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA

 

CAIRO, EGYPT - Today, the U.S. Trade and Development Agency (USTDA) announced its intention to provide a $602,450 grant to help fund a pilot project to enhance supply chain security and efficiency between seaports in Southern Africa, the United Kingdom and the United States.  The announcement came during the USTDA Secure Trade Through New Partnerships and New Technologies conference focusing on trade security, which opened today in Cairo.
 

"Our support for this project underscores the U.S. Government's commitment to work with developing world trading partners to ensure that improved supply chain security facilitates, rather than hinders, global commerce," said USTDA Director Thelma J. Askey. "As we look forward to increased trade stemming from the African Growth and Opportunities Act (AGOA) and the potential free trade agreement (FTA) between the United States and the Southern African Customs Union (SACU), USTDA is pleased to partner with Smart and Secure Tradelanes (SST), Savi and a variety of African and international partners to build Africa's capacity to take advantage of new opportunities."
 

This initial investment in the SST pilot project follows similar projects focusing on tradelanes between the United States and larger U.S. trading partners in Asia, Europe, and Latin America undertaken as part of the Transportation Security Agency's Operation Safe Commerce (OSC) program.  The pilot project in Southern Africa would be the first effort to apply the same solution to a smaller, but strategic trading partner and reflects the potential for growth in trade as a result of AGOA and the ongoing FTA negotiations with SACU.  
 

Savi Technology, Inc. of Sunnyvale, California, is leading the public-private consortium that will execute the pilot project as part of SST, a largely industry-driven initiative with automated tracking infrastructure and software in major ports worldwide to enhance the security and efficient flow of container shipments.  The company provides real-time visibility solutions for the supply chain by integrating its unique SmartChain software platform and applications with all types of automatic identification technologies, especially radio frequency identification (RFID) technologies, such as radio sensor seals, often called E-Seals.
 

(More)
"On behalf of Savi and the other 65 participants in the Smart and Secure Trade lanes initiative, we're gratified that USTDA recognizes the value already demonstrated by this initiative in strategic ports worldwide," said Mark Weidick, Savi's Vice President and General Manager of Collaborative Network Services.  "South Africa and its neighboring countries represent a strategic commercial location - linking major trade lanes from the Middle and Far East to the West - and this investment will help secure vital shipments while also introducing important new technologies to this growing economic region."
 

The pilot project will determine the applicability of new security-oriented business processes and the deployment of RFID and related transportation security software along both land-based and seagoing trade lanes connecting Walvis Bay, Namibia; Cape Town, South Africa; Great Britain; and the United States.   This project will promote African compliance with international transportation security standards and facilitate trade capacity on the continent.  Because South Africa is a participant in the U.S. Government's Container Security Initiative, this project will serve to extend transportation security from South African ports further north and throughout Southern Africa.
 

Various public, private and multilateral partners will participate in the project.  They include South African Port Operations, Namport, the World Customs Organization, the Port of New York/New Jersey, and the Port of Tilbury (UK).
 

The U.S. Trade and Development Agency advances economic development and U.S. commercial interests in developing and middle-income countries.  The agency funds various forms of technical assistance, feasibility studies, training, orientation visits and business workshops that support the development of a modern infrastructure and a fair and open trading environment.  USTDA's strategic use of foreign assistance funds to support sound investment policy and decision-making in host countries creates an enabling environment for trade, investment and sustainable economic development.  In carrying out its mission, USTDA gives emphasis to economic sectors that may benefit from U.S. exports of goods and services.
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