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Superstar Former NBA Basketball Players

on Goodwill Tour of Namibia 

First-Ever Visit by U.S. Basketball Pros to This Country

In the first-ever visit by professional American basketball players to Namibia, two former top National Basketball Association (NBA) players will visit Namibia October 25 through November 1 on a goodwill visit, conducting basketball workshops and giving motivational talks to youth, under the theme, “Basketball 4 Hope, Uplifting Youth Through Sport.”

The two players, Purvis Short, who now serves as Director of Player Programs for the NBA Players (NBPA) Association, and George Johnson, who serves as Regional Representative of the NBPA, will be accompanied by an NBPA executive, Hal Biagas, Deputy Counsel of the NBPA. 

Mr. Short and Mr. Johnson will visit orphanages and talk to youth in Windhoek and Ongwediva, in addition to conducting hands on coaching clinics for youth, adult basketball players and coaches. On Wednesday, October 27, they will give a talk and workshop for high school kids at the UN Plaza in Katutura, repeating this clinic at 2 p.m. on Thursday, October 28 at UN Plaza for primary school children.  They will give a clinic that same evening for the Namibian National Team and for coaches.  They will cap off their program by coaching practice games for the men’s and women’s National Teams at 7 p.m. on Sunday, October 31 at the University of Namibia.  

The program is organized by the Namibian Basketball Federation in cooperation with the U.S. Embassy and the NBPA, and with support from the Ministry of Basic Education, Culture and Sport, the Namibia Sport Commission, NamPower, Ongwediva College of Education, and the Kalahari Sands Hotel.

“These two great basketball players are role models for American youth, and we hope that they will inspire Namibian youth to pursue a healthy lifestyle through sports.  This is a wonderful initiative by the Namibian Basketball Federation to bring them here,” said U.S. Embassy Public Affairs Officer Stanley Harsha. 

A superstar player who hit his stride as an NBA player in the early 1980s, Mr. Short averaged more than 20 points a game during one four-year run, featuring a rainbow jump shot that was virtually unstoppable. In 1984, playing with the Golden State Warriors, he scored a career-high 59 points and was the fourth leading scorer in the NBA.  Mr. Short completed his pro-basketball days in 1990 with the New Jersey Nets, having played in 842 games and scoring 14,607 points, with 3,625 rebounds, 2,123 assists and 878 steals.  Today, the Mississippi Sports Hall of Famer dedicates himself to many charity causes, including the Boys Club and the Black United Fund.  He now lives in Houston, Texas.

Mr. Johnson began his NBA career in 1972, playing for 13 seasons with the Golden State Warriors, Buffalo Braves, New Jersey Nets, San Antonio Spurs, Atlanta Hawks, and Seattle SuperSonics.  During his distinguished career Mr. Johnson reached several NBA plateaus including:

NBA Champion in 1974-75; All Defensive Team in 1978-79; and the NBA Shot Block leader in 1978-79, 1980-81 and 1981-82. After retiring from the NBA in 1987, Mr. Johnson began careers in banking and real estate prior to joining the NBPA in 1993.  He resides in Atlanta, Georgia.

Hal Biagas has served as the Deputy Counsel of the NBPA since 1997.  Mr. Biagas is also involved in the day to day operations of the Women’s National Basketball Players Association (“WNBPA”), and was a principal in the organization of the WNBPA as well as the negotiation in 1999 of the first collective bargaining agreement in women’s team sports, and the second WNBA CBA, negotiated in 2003. 
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